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34 Leonid I. Strakhovsky

that they had to write something about Alexander’s illness in view of
the Emperor’s determination to use it as a means of escape and, ob-
viously, did not arrange among themselves all the details of their nar-
ratives; and (2) that some of these diaries, and especially V olkonsky s
were written post factum.

On the morning of November 18, Prince Volkonski notes that the
Emperor had just spent a good night. Wyllie on the otheér hand
writes: “The night from the seventeenth to the eighteenth was bad.
I am afraid that it may all turn for the worse.” In his description of
the day of November 18, Volkonski states that Wyllie and himself
had to interrupt their dinner at 3:00 p.M. because the Emperor felt
feverish. He tells us that they went together to the Emperor’s room
and remained there. This is contradicted by the Empress who writes
that Wyllie was alone in Aléxander’s room and that she herself went
in later, not mentioning Volkonski at all, whilst the latter omits to ¢
note the presence of Empress Elisabeth. Then too, Volkonski writes
“At seven o'clock in the evening the Emperdr thanked Wryllie who
left his room. Later came the Empress and stayed until ten o'clock.”

Empress Ehsabeth contradicts this statement by saying: “I had
been with the Emperor until seven o’clock and then returned to my
apartment. He slept all evening and did not call for me.” On Novem-
ber 19, Volkonsky writes: “The Emperor has spent a good night. In
the morning at about eight o’clock he got up and dreésed as usual.
About 11:00 a.u. he took a laxative and felt relieved, but towards the
~ evening his temperature rose again because he refused to take any more
medicine.”

For this day, the Empress gives many more details; whilst o}-
konsky’s diary contains only the short statement mentmned
The Empress writes: “He had come to my a '
and 12:00 a.M. and told me that he was feelir
was still looking rslthbr'yaﬂdﬁv but wa
ourselves in s‘drting-' a shells th h
to work too mu :
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and ordered General aide-de-camp Diebitch to inform the Grand-
Duke Constantine, in Warsaw, that after his return from the Crimea,
where he had contracted a slight fever, he had been compelled to re-
main in his room.”

Prince Volkonski mentions the same fact, but adds in the margin:
“This order to General Diebitch was given not on the 21st but on the
23rd.” Wyllie states also that there was an amelioration in the condi-
tion of the Emperor’s health. :

It is important to note the Emperor’s sudden decision to inform
Constantine, then still considered heir to the throne, notwithstanding
the fact that he had formally renounced his rights long before, and
this not personally but through the medium of a third person, whilst
the letter to his mother though written by the Empress was signed
by himself. This was in accordance with what he told his brother in
Warsaw sometime before: “When the time to abdicate will come, I
shall let you know and you will inform mother of your decision.” Tt
seems evident that the Dowager-Empress Maria Fedorovna served
as an intermediary in the secret correspondence between her two sons
concerning the question of their mutual abdication.

Up to November 22, the statements of the witnesses were notice-
ably contradictory, but those describing that day are most peculiarly
so. The Empress writes that on that day Alexander fainted in the
morning, but that in the afternoon he was feeling very well and con-
versed animatedly with her until evening. Volkonski states, however,
that all through the day the Emperor felt badly, that towards the
evening he was completely prostrated and hardly spoke during the
whole day; and Wyllie makes an extraordinary statement under this
same date. He writes: “I notice that since November 20 the E '
is preoccupied with something other than his health. These
seem to dominate him completely.” L

But it is the next day, November 23
important of all. This date decidei
Alexander’s last days as ruler of
and Empress Elisabeth note
the
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in Taganrog. The small town was fast asleep. Tarasov, who had been
waiting at the entrance to the town, gave orders to take the body to
his house where he was to perform the autopsy. Soon the body lay
naked on a table in a back room of the house occupied by the court
physician; and Tarassov began to perform his duty. He could not help
admiring the perfect form of the deceased courier and must have
compared it with that of the Emperor. No doubt if the face were
hidden the body could easily be taken for that of Alexander himself.
Tarasov also noticed that Maskov’s right leg bore a scar; probably
from an old wound. He must have thought: “What a pity it is not
the left leg.” The Emperor’s scar as a result of a horse’s kick was on
his left leg.

Through the remainder of the night Tarasov bu51ed himself with
the dead body. But if anyone could have spied upon him, he would
have been astounded by the discovery that it was not an autopsy
that the surgeon was performing. Tarassov was embalming the body
of courier Maskov. This work continued for two more days and nights
until the corpse was well preserved from decay. Then Tarassov waited
to be called to the Emperor in order to announce to him that he could
then ‘“‘die”” safely. He took this news to Alexander in the evening of
November 26. Five days earlier, a simple ceremony had taken place
at the local cemetery. Courier Maskov was buried with military hon-
ors. There were few people present besides a ;létachment of infantry,
because Maskov’s family lived too far away to be able to come to the
funeral. When the grave was closed, the officer commanding the de-
tachment of infantry had deposited on the small mound a large
wreath, bearing the Imperial crown and Alexander’s initials. Thlﬁ ’
attention on the part of the Emperor had touched the hearts of the
officers and soldiers who were present at the funeral ceremony.
what would they have thought if they had known that t
supposed to contain the body of courier Masko:

The days immediately following Novembe
crisis. Everything seemed rea.dy; foz ﬂ;g’“
ander into another world [
‘however, to be as con
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During the whole day of December 1 no one but those comprising
the Emperor’s closest entourage was permitted to enter Alexander’s
bedroom. The same precautions were taken the following day. In the
evening of December 2, the body was placed in the Emperor’s dress-
ing room and Wyllie together with Stoffregen began to make prepara-
tions for embalming it. Tarasov refused to assist his colleagues in this
part of their duty, probably because he felt that he had already, done
more than his share and did not care to be involved any further. Dur-
ing the entire process of embalming the body its face was kept con-
stantly covered so.that not one of Wyllie’s and Stofiregen’s attend-
ants saw it. This continued all through the night and on the following
day the body, dressed in a general’s uniform, was viewed by the awe-
struck people. But the face was already unrecognisable.

There is a strange mystery about the autopsy of the body. Wyllie
has declared that he performed it and described its results in a proces-
verbal which, as an official document, bore the signatures of nine
people including also that of Tarasov. However, Tarasov assures us
that, though it was he who composed the document, he did not sign it.
Such contradictions in the statements of as important personages as
Wyllie and Tarasov can lead only to an obvious conclusion, if one
bears in mind the part played by Farasov since Alexander’s return
to Taganrog after his Crimean journey. This conclusion can be noth-
ing but that the document in question described the autopsy of cour-
ier Maskov and not that of Emperor Alexander. And it is confirmed
by the statement that the body had a scar on its right leg.

The Empress did not remain in the same house where the body la;
in state. She had moved in the morning of December 1 to a near
house belonging to some people by the name of Sdnkhmaﬁov
had been prepared to receive her on the day bﬁfom‘ wl
told by Prince Volkonski to have quarters
This mdlcates that Volkonslu kmw of the







- From then on he was known by the assumed name of Fedor Kuz-

sentenced. When the
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Late in the evening of that day, the stranger reached Krasnoufimsk.
Stopping at an inn, he silently dismounted, entered the large, low-
ceilinged room and made the sign of the cross before the ikons. He was
tall and had a military bearing notwithstanding his very simple
civilian clothes. He appeared to be a man of about sixty vears of age
and wore a gray beard. He remained silent most of the time as if in
deep thought. When addressed, he made short and enigmatic replies,
but he did not start a conversation himself. The innkeeper did not
ask him who he was, because in Siberia only the authorities are inter-
ested in the names or deeds of people. So the stranger passed a quiet
night at the inn. The next morning, however, the police demanded to
see his papers. He had none. They asked him who he was. He refused
to answer them. The police then arrested him as a tramp and took
him to court on the charge of vagrancy. In accordance with the exist-
ing laws, he was sentenced to twenty lashes of the whip and to depor-
tation, because he was too old to serve in the army. And on April 7,
1837, under the number 117, which had been assigned to him, he was
sent to Bogoyavlensk with a party of other prisoners. This time he
could not ride, because he had given his horse to the innkeeper in pay-
ment for his stay. He walked through the deep snow rubbing should-
ers with thieves and murderers. And in a small bundle containing his
belongings there was an ikon of Our Lady of Pochayev bearing on
one side the letters “A.I” surmounted by the Imperial Crown.

In Bogoyavlensk, the stranger remained for five years until 1842.

mich. Very often people would ask him to tell them his real* first
name so that they could pray for him to his patron saint,
variably he refused, once even adding that it was m
cause the Church prayed for him.

Very soon after his t:Iepori;atmrzr-tatir
Michael came to Krasnoufimsk
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woman who was going to make a pilgrimage to the venerated shrines
and monasteries of Russia. This young woman was named Alexandra
Nikiforovna and was the daughter of a peasant from Krasnore-
chensk. Born in 1827, she had lost her parents while still in her infancy
and had been educated by a priest, Father Polikarp. She was very
religious and it was not surprising that when, at the age of 12, she
first met Fedor Kuzmich she soon began to regard him almost as a
saint. With passing years this admiration turned itself into a pro-
found attachment and affection. The girl became a real companion to
Fedor Kuzmich. She helped him in whatever she could and served
as his regular messenger. But most of her time she spent listening to
the old man’s stories of the past.

Of all that Fedor Kuzmich told her, she liked best his descriptions
of different Russian monasteries, and began to dream of a regular
pilgrimage to the holy shrines of Russia. When she was getting ready
to leave she said to Fedor Kuzmich: “But above all I should like to
see the Tsar.” And when the old man inquired of her why she was so
anxious to do so, she replied, “Well, Little Father, everyone says,

‘the Tsar this, and the Tsar that’ and no one knows exactly how he :
looks.” To this Fedor Kuzmich remarked pensively: “Wait, perhaps -
you will see not only one Tsar. If it be the will of God, you might even
talk to them and would then see that tsars are human like everyone
else.”

When Alexandra Nikiforovna arrived in Russia she wanted at ﬁrst ;
to go directly to the monastery of Our Lady of Pochayev, but re
membering that Fedor Kuzmich had told her to visit the town
Kremenchug and to find there Count Dmitri Osten»Saﬁk‘
did so and spent several months in the Count’s ho
there, Emperor Nicholas I came to Kremenc
at the house of Count Osten-Sacken. There he
of Alexandra Nikiforovna a,nd'askad
received by the Emperor in
mediately begam
Kummch :
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accompanied him was his wife, the Grand Duchess Maria Alexan-

drovna.

On March 2, 1855, Emperor Nicholas I died. When this news
reached Fedor Kuzmich, he was deeply moved. He could not remain
in his room and went outside. He walked slowly down a narrow path
in the snow, along the river, and into the dark forest. His thoughts
must have been troubled. So, after all he had outlived his younger
brother; and many others. Where, now, were Pahlen, Kutuzov,
La Harpe, Napoleon, Arakcheyev? For a moment he visualized
what would have happened if he had not fled from the throne, but he
soon drove these thoughts away. God had willed it thus and he had
but to thank Him for His mercy.

Late in 1857, Alexandra Nikiforovna again left for a pilgrimage to
Russian monasteries. She was never to see her protector again. Soon
after her departure, Fedor Kuzmich accepted the invitation of a
wealthy merchant by the name of Simeon Khromov and went to
live with him. At first he settled on Khromov’s small estate three
miles from the town of Tomsk but later he moved into Tomsk where
Khromov had a hut built for him in his own garden. Here Fedor
Kuzmich spent the last years of his life as a recluse. He now became
even less communicative than before and spent most of his nights in
prayer. Khromov once saw that the old man’s knees were calloused
from kneeling for hours on the hard floor. The stranger’s health failed -
visibly during these years. No doubt, it was the result of the hermit-
like existence that he was leading, but of course old lge aho '
something to do with it: he was eighty years oldiir 5

In Tomsk he aroused the natural curiosity of W Sm-
not aware of his dislike of being questioned, bothered him w
tempts to discover his real identity. One day
name of Natalia Popova asked
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still only heir to the throne, travelled through Siberia on his way to
the Far East, he visited the simple grave. Noticing the poor ‘wooden

cross he ordered a marble slab to replace it and a chapel built over the
grave.

Few things remained in the modest hut in Khromov’s garden that .
had belonged to the departed old man. They had all been gathered
together, carefully sealed, and sent to St. Petersburg by special
command of the Governor-General at Irkoutsk. Khromov had kept
only a small sachet which he had taken from the hermit’s neck after
his death, and which contained the old man’s secret, as Fedor Kuz- |
mich had told Khromov on more than one occasion. The sachet E
contained only a note in cipher. For many years it kept its secret un- :
til it was recently deciphered. It read: '

“Anna Vasilievna: We have discovered a terrible flaw in our son:
Count Pahlen informs me of Alexander’s participation in the conspiracy.
We must hide, tonight, wherever it is possible.

Saint Petersburg.
=t i Paul.”

HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

NOTE

The material for this extraordinary story is to be found in the following sources: I. For
“Journey’s End’’: Prince Vladimir Baryatinski, Le Mystére d’ Alexandre Ier, Paris, 1929;
N. Danilevski, Taganrog ou la description détaillée de la maladie et de la mort de PEmperewr
Alexandre Ier, Moscow, 1828; E. R., Poslednie dni Aleksandra Blagoslovennago (The last
days of Emperor Alexander-the-Blessed), Moscow, 1877; N. K. Shilder, Imperator Alek-
sandr Pervyi (Emperor Alexander the First), Vol. IV, St. Petersburg, 1898 (contains the
diaries of Prince Volkonski, Empress Elisabeth and Sir James Wyllie and the text of the
official narrative); D. K. Tarasov, Vospominaniya (Memoirs), St. Petersburg, 1872.

IL. ¥or “Expiation”: K. G-v, Zamechatel’nyli zagadochnyi sibirskii staretz Fyodor

~mich (The noteworthy and mysterious Siberian elder Fedor Kuzmich) St. Petersburg,
F. 1. Konovalova (ed.), Zagadochnyi staretz Fyodor Kuz’mich (The mysterious elde:
Kuzmich), Moscow, 1898; P. N. Krupenski, Taine Imperatora peror’s
Berlin, 1927; K. V. Kudryashov, Aleksandr In: za,  Fy

and the mystery of Fedor Kuzmich), St. Petershu

Aleksandr I — Starets Fyodor Kuz'mich (Emperor
St. Petersburg, 1914; D. G. Rom e
Sibirii I mperator Alghmdz )



















