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KHTaHUbl H CaM HMNEPaToOp KHTaell.
IlaBHbIM-0aBHO 3TO ObLIO, HO NOTOMY-TO H
CTOMT PAcCKasaTh 3Ty HCTOPHIO, NOKa OHa ewd He 3albl-
Jacb COBCEM. ‘

B uenom wmupe He Hawioch Obl ABOpUA Jyuylle, 4YeM
ABopel Kutahckoro Hmnepatopa. OH Becb Obll H3 Aparo-
neHHoro ¢apdopa, Takoro TOHKOrO M Xpynkoro, 4To CTparu-
HO ObIIO [0 Hero H JOTPOHYThCs. [lBopew CTOSJ B mpe-
KPacHOM caly, B KOTOPOM pOCJH uyjaecHblie upethl. K ca-
MbIM KpaCHBbIM LiBeTaM OblJH NpHBs3aHbl cepeOGpsHbIe KO-
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JOoKOJbuKHKH. M Korjga ayn BeTepok, LBEThl NOKayHBaJHCh
M KOJIOKOJbYHMKH 3BeHeNH. D10 OblI0 CcleNaHo Aas Toro,
yTOObI HUKTO HE MPOIIEJT MHMO LBETOB, He TMOrJsAAEB Ha
HuX. BoT kak ymMHO 6bL1O npuAyMaHO!

Cap TaHyJCs Jajieko-AajJeKo, TaKk JaJieKo, uYTO Jawe
caMm CaJOBHHK He 3HaJ, rie caa KoHuaeTcs. A cpasy 3a
caJOM HauyWHaJCs [peMyuHil Jec. ITOT JeC AOXOAWJ 10
camoro cuHero mopsi. bosbuine kopaban nNpomJibIBajdx NOA
HaBHCILMMK HaAd BONOH BeTBAMH. [yT B Jecy, y CaMoro
Gepera mops, Xua cosoBeid. OH mnes Tak 4yAecHO, YTO
naxe 6eaHbli ppibak, cayllas ero necHH, 3abbiBal O CBOEM
HeBOJ€.

Co Bcex KOHLIOB CBeTa NMpHe3¥ald B CTOJHLY HMMepa-
TOpa nyTellecTBeHHHWKH, Bce OHHW M000BaNHCh BEJIHKOJEN-
HbIM ABOPLIOM M MpPEKPAaCHbIM Caf0M, HO, YCJbIIAB MNeHHe
COJIOBbsA, rOBOpHAH: ,BoT 310 sNyuwe Bcero!*

BepHyBiuuch AOMO#H, NyTelleCTBEHHWKH pPacCKasblBalH
060 BCEM, UTO BHAeJH. YuéHble onuchiBasn croauny Kn-
Tasi, ABOpell U Cal HMMepaTopa H HHKOTAAa He 3a0biBalH
YNOMSIHYTb O COJIOBbE; MMO3Thl Cjaraji B Y4eCTb KPHIJIATOrO
MeBld, XHUBYLIEr0 B KUTalCKOM Jiecy Ha Oepery CHHEro
MOpS, YyJdeCHEHLIHe CTHXH.

Kuurd pacxonuauch mno BCeMy CBeTY, W BOT OJHA TOJ-
cTasi KHMra JOIja M J0 CaMOro KHTaWCKOro HMneparopa.
OH cuzea Ha CBOEM 30JI0TOM TPOHE, YHTAl M KHBaJd ro-
aosoit. EMy oueHb npusiTHO OGblJIO YHTaTh O TOM, KaK XO-
polla ero CTO/JHLA, KaK TMpeKpacHbl ero ABOpel H cal.
Ho BOT Ha nocsenHeil CTpaHWLE KHHIH MMMepaTop mpo-
YHTAN:

,B KHTae MHOro uynecHoro, HO Jyullie BCero Ma-
NeHbKasi MNTHYKa, N0 HWMEHH COJIOBeH, KOoTopas KHBET
B Jecy 6au3 uMmnepatopckoro cama. Paam TOro, utoObl
nocjayiarh €€ neHue, COBETYeM KayJAOMy CBHE3IAHUTH B Ku-
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— Yto Takoe? —ckasan umneparop. OH BCTand ¢ TPO-
Ha u 3axaonHyn kuury. —Kak?! B Mo&m rocynapcrtse M
faxe paaoM C MOUM COOCTBEHHBIM NBOPLOM XHBET Ta-
Kas YOMBHTE/]bHas NMTHLA, @ 8 HM pa3y He CJbixal, Kak
oHa noét! M1 MHe npuXxoAUTCss y3HaBaTb O HEH H3 UYYXHX
KHUT! - _

M oH Besen no3saTh CBOEro MEpPBOr0 MHHHUCTpa. IJTOT
MHMHHCTP Hamyckan Ha ce0sf TaKyl BaXHOCTb, 4YTO eCJH
KTO-HHOYAb M3 JIOoJeH MOHHXKEe ero 4YHHOM OCMeNHBa.Cs
3arOBOPHTH € HHUM WJH CIPOCHTb €ro O 4éM-HHOy.b, OH
otBeyaa Ttoabko: ,[ld!“, a 3T0 Beab POBHO HHYEro He

O3Hayaer. |
— Sl npouén B yu€HOWH KHHre, 4TO y Hac eCTh 3ame-

yaTejibHas MTHLA, KOTOPYK 30BYT COJIOBEH, — CKa3ajl WM-
nepatop MHUHHCTPY. —E& cuuraoT nepBod AOCTONpHMEYa-
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TeNbHOCTbIO MOEro rocyaapcrea. [louemy xe MHe HM pasy
He NOoKJajbiBanu 00 3TOi nTUue?

— Bawe BeanyecTBo,—OTBeuyas mnepeblii MUHHCTP H
MOKJNOHHJICA HMNEepaTopy,—s MAaxe H He CaAblxal o He#l
Ona nukorna He Obia mpeAcTaBjeHa KO ABOPY.

— Becb cBer 3Haer, uTé y MeHs ecTh, a caM s He
3Hal0, — CKa3aJ uMmneparop.—$ xouy, uToObl CErojHs e
BeuepoM nruua Obijia 31echb H neJja nepeno MHO#!

— §l pasbilly eg, Bauie BeJaHYECTBO, — CKa3as MEpPBLIH
MHHHCTP. -
Ckasatbh 6bIO HeTpyAHO. A rae x e& pasbilleils?

M BoT mepablii MUHHCTP 3aberai BBepX M BHHU3 MO Je-
CTHHMIIaM, MO 3a/iaM H KOpPHAOPaM, HO HHKTO W3 NPHABOP-
HbIX M HE CJILIXMBaJl O COJIOBbe. M nepBbiii MHHHCTD Bep-
HyJCSi K WMIepaTtopy H [JOJIOXKHMJ, uTO coaoBbf B Kurae
HET U He OblIo.

— Bame BeanuecTBO HanpacHO H3BOJHT BEDPHTL BCe-
MYy, YTO MHUIIYT B KHUrax. ITO BCE OAHHU BbIAYMKH. -

— He rosopu raynocrteill —ckaszan wumnepatop. —
9l xouy cabiiath conoebst. OH fomxeH GuITh BO ABOpLE Ce-
rogHs xe seyepom! A ecaum ero He Oyaer 34eCh B Ha3Ha-
YEHHOE BpeMsl, s MPHKaXy Mnocje YXHHa OTKOJOTHTb Te-
0 W BCEX MHHHMCTPOB MaJKaMH MO MNATKAM.

— Tsunr-nel — ckasan nepeulii MHHHCTP M ONATb 3abe-
raj BBepX M BHH3 MO JIECTHHLAM, M0 KOPHAOPaM H 3ajiaM.
C HuM Geranm BCe CaHOBHHKH M NDPHABOPHBIE — HHKOMY
He XOTeJOCh OTBeNAaThb MalioK.

Ha nnomankax secTHUL OHH CTaJKHBAJHCh HOCAaMH H
CnpaluBaiH Apyr Apyra:

— Hrto Takoe co-no-sei? I'me HAWTH CONOBBA?

Tak onu o6eramu BeCcb ABOpPEll H HaKOHel| MONajH Ha
KyXHi0. B kyxHe cuiena maneHbkas AeBOYKa M BHITHpaja
Tapesku. [lepBbiii MHHHCTP CNPOCHI [€BOYKY, HE 3HAET JIH
OHa, The XHBET COJIOBEH.



— Couaoseii ? —cra3ana neBoyka. — Hy KoHeuHo, 3Haio!
OH Tak xopowo noér B Hawem Jjecyl 9 Kawablii neHb
HOWY MOei OO0JbHOH Marepu OCTaTKH OT obexa ¢ uMmme-
paTOpCKOMW KyXHH. A xHBEM Mbl y camoro mops. Tam B
JECHOW valle ecTh cTapoe aepeBO ¢ OOJbLIHM AyAJOM H
TYCTBIMH-TYCTbIMH BeTBsiMH. M BOT, kOraa s mpoxoxy MH-
MO 3TOrO JepeBa, fi Ka/Abl{ -pa3 CAbILIY MNECHK COJIOBLA.
OH NO&T Tak HEXHO, 4YTO CJE3H MOSBJAIOTCH y MEHs Ha
rjiasax, a Ha Ayle CTaHOBUTCS TaKk pafoCTHO, O6yaro me-
Hsl LIeJyeT mama.

- — JleBouka, —cka3zas nepBbiHi MHHHCTP, —f MNO3BOJIO
Te6e nOCMOTpeTb, KakK KyllaeT caM HMNeparop, eC/]H Thi
cBenéwb Hac K cogoBbio. OH.npurnaléH cerogHs Beye-
poM KO HBOpY.

M Bor Bce ornpaBuiKch B Jec. Bnepeau uuia aeBouka,
a 32 HEeH MHUHHUCTPbl KU CAHOBHHKH.
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LLa1 OHM, WJAH W BAPYr YCJblllajdH, Kak 3ambi4azia
KOpOBa.

— Ol —cKa3aaud NpHABOPHbIE. — DTO, HABEPHO, H €CTh
cososei. Kako# cuibHbli v Hero rojoc!

— 3TO MBIUMT KOpOBa, —CKazanz AeBouka.— Ewé na-
JIeKO [0 TOro jAepeBa, Ha KOTOPOM XHMBET COJOBEH.

M Bce nmowu jpasbile.

Tyt B npyny 3akBakajH JSTYLIKH.

— YynecHo! — cka3an npuABOpHbIH OoH3a. — Hakoneu-
T0 A cabliwy cososbsa! OH NOET TOUb-B-TOYL KaK cepeod-
psiHble KOJIOKOJNbYHKH B HALIEH MOJeJbHe.

— Her, sro asryuiku, — ckasana onath AeBoyka. — Ho
Tenepb, f AyMal, Mbl CKOPO YC/bILIMM H C4MOrO COJIOBbS.

M BOT HakoHel B 3eJEHBIX BETBAX pa3fajoch 4ynec-
HOe MeHHe.

— Bor 3T0 conosen, —
ckazana peouka. — Cryumiai- N YA
Te, caywaite! A BOT H OH | A A
cam! — M oOHa ykasana naJb- N A
LlEM Ha MaJieHbKyl CepeHb- |
KYIO MTHYKY, KOTOpas CHAE-
Ja Ha BeTKe.

— [ldp! —ckasan nepsblit
mMuEHCTp. — Hukak He aymad,
YTO 3TOT 3HAMEHHMTBHIH CO-
JOBEH TaKoH  HEB3pauHbIH
¢ Bupy. HasepHo, oH moTe-
psil CBOM KpacKW OT CTpaxa,
YBHAEB TaK MHOrO 3HaTHBIX
0cob.

— Codaosyuikal — rpoMko
sakpuuasa jaeBouka.— Ha
MMIEpPaTop XO4eT MOC/AyLIaTh
TBOW TECHH.




— QueHb  paal — oTBeTH
COJIOBEH W 3anej Tak, 4YTO Nnpo-
CTO 4yLO.

— [ld, n¢!—ckazan nep-
BblH  MHHHCTP. — Baw  roJsoc
3BEHUT TaK e 3BOHKO, Kak
CTEKJAHHbIE KOJIOKOJbYHKH Ha
napagHoM 0OangaxuHe uMMnepa-
Topa. Bul 6ynere uMeTb Orpom-
HbIH yCnex npd [ABOpe.

— Cnetb v MHe euw@ a/s
HMreparopa? — CrpoCHJ COJIO-
BeH; OH Mmoaymal, 4to TYT OblJa
caM uMneparop.

— [Ilocaywarite, rocnojuH
COJIOBEH, — CKa3all NnepBbiM MH-
HUCTP, — €ro BeJMYeCTBO MMMNepaTop NpHrialliaeT Bac Cce-
rOJAHd BeuyepoM Ha NpPUABOPHBIA npa3aHuk. He comHera-
I0Cb, YTO Bbl OYapyeTe ero BeJWYeCTBO CBOHMM JHMBHLIM
MeHUueM.

— Ilechn mou ropa3po Jsyuwe caywarb B 3€JEHOM
Jecy, — cKasan coJjioBed. —Ho s oXoTHO noJeuy c BamH,
ecau 370 OyjAeT MpHUSITHO MMMepaTopy.

A BO aBopue Mexay TeMm Bce Oeranu, XJomnajd JBeps-
MH H CYeTHJUCh — BCe TOTOBHJMCH K npasiaHuky. B dap-
¢GOpOBBIX CTEHaX M B CTEKJSHHOM MOJY OTPa)¥aljucb COT-
HH ThICAY 30J0ThIX (poHapukoB. B kopuaopax psaamu Obl-
JIM paccTaBjieHbl NpekpacHble LBeThl, a NpPHUBA3AHHBIE K
LIBETAM KOJOKOJbYHKH OT BCeH 3TOH OeroTHH, CTYKOTHH H
CKBO3HfIKa 3BE€HeJHM TaK, YTO He CJbIHO OblIO uYesloBeve-
CKOro roJioca.

W BoT HacTynua Beuep.

[locpean orpomHoro 3ana Bocceaan umneparop. Hanpo-
THB HMIEPAaTOPCKOro TPOHAa TMOCTABHJM 30JI0TOH ILECT,
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M Ha CaMOH BepXyllIKe ero cuaen coJsoseil. Bce npuasop-
Hble OblM B noJaHOM cOope. M neBouke M3 KyXHH MO3BO-
JHJIW CTOATh B JBepsX — B Harpajy 3a TO, YTO OHa Halja
COJIOBBSl, NMePBbl MUHUCTP Ha3HauyWJ €€ NpPHIABOPHOH MOBa-
PHXOH.



Bce 6binn pas3ogersl B nyX M Mpax M HE CBOAMJH TIya3
C MaJeHbKOH CepeHbKOH MMTHYKH.

Ho BoT MMnepatop MHJIOCTHBO KHMBHYJ roJoBoi. M co-
nosei 3anes. OH nes TaKk HEXKHO, TaKk 4YYyNeCHO, 4TO ¥
HMIepaTopa BbICTYMHJM Ha IJasax Caé3bl H NOKaTHJAHCH
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no uwekam. Toraa coJsoBel 3anauica ewg rpomye, eiué
HEXHee,

Korna on koHumMJ, MMnepaTop ckasaJ, 4TO XaJyeT Co-
JIOBbIO CBOK 30J0TYIO TydJio Ha wew. Ho coJjosei no-
OJsarogapua M OTKa3aJcs.

9l Busen cnésbl B riasax umneparopa,— CKasajd Co-
noseil. — Kakoil MHe ewig xeJaTh Harpaibl?

M onaTh 3a3Byuan ero uYyaecHbiil roJioc.

AX, 3TO Ou4apoBaTeJbHO! — BOCK/HLAAH HanepeboH
MPHUIBOPHbLIE NaMBI.

M ¢ rex mop, korma ¥M HYXHO ObIJIO pPasroBapUBaTh
C KemM-HHOyAb, OHM Habupasd B poOT BOAbI, YTOObLI OHa
Oynbkana y HuX B ropae. OHH BoOGpaxaju, 4TO 3TO
Oy/NbKaHbe MOXOXE Ha COJIOBLHHBIE TPEJH.

CoJ/IOBbS OCTaBUJIM NPH JABOPE H OTBEJH €My OCOOYIO
KOMHaTy. [IlBa pasa B JeHb M pa3 HOYbI) €My pa3pellajii
ryasate. Ho Kk HeMy npucTaBuad nBeHanLaTh JaKeeB, H
KaXAbli K3 HUX JAepxaJ MPHUBA3aHHYIO K HOXKE COJIOBbH
IIEJIKOBYIO JIEHTOUKY.

Heuero ckasatb, G6oJbuioe yHIOBONLCTBHE OBbLIO OT
TaKkOW nporyJku!

Becb ropos 3aroBopus 06 yaMBMTENBHOH mTHLE, H
eC/IM BCTPEYajJHCh Ha yJULE TPOe 3HAKOMBIX, OHH U3 HHX

[}

ceruyac e roBopuJ:. ,Co“, Apyrod noaxsaTbiBajg: ,J0°, a
TPeTHH: ,BeH“, MocJje uyero BCe Tpoe B3[bIXajH, Cpasy no-
HAB ApPYr Apyra.

OavHHaaUaTh J1aBOYHHKOB 1aJH CBOHM CHIHOBbSIM HMe-
Ha B 4eCTb COJOBbfl, HO HH OJHH H3 MAaJb4YHKOB HE€ MOTI
CreThb Jaxe CaMOHM MNPOCTOM MeCeHKH.

Ho BoT oanamabl uMnepatopy mnpucaaad M3 SIMOHHH
ILIMYEK, 3aBEPHYTHIN B LUéJIKOByIO matepuio. Ha suwmke
O6bl10 Hanucauno: , CoJsoBeii”.

— 2TO, HaBepHO, HOBAas KHHra O Halled 3HAMEHHTO
NTULE, — CKa3aJ HMMIepaTop.
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KK OTKpbLIKM, HO B HEM Oblia He KHHra, a pasykpa-
IIeHHast KopoOouka. A B KOPOOOUKE Jiewas HCKYCCTBEH-
HbIH COJIOBEH. OH Obl1 O4eHb NMOXO0¥K Ha HACTOAWIErO, HO
BeCb OCbinan Opuanananramu, pyOHHamMu u  candupamu.

CTOMJIO 3aBeCTH MNTHUY —H OHA HayuHajaa neTb OAHY M3
T€X MeCeH, KOTOpPbie nej HacToswHH COJOBEH, M BEPTETH
XBOCTHKOM, KOTOpPBIH OTJIHBaJ 30J0TOM H cepebGpom. Ha
wierike y ntHubl Obiia seHTouka ¢ Haanucbio: ,Cogosei
HMneparopa SAMOHCKONO HHYTO B CPAaBHEHHH C COJNOBbLEM
MMneparopa KHTaHCKOro"“.

— Kakas npenects!—ckazaau Bce, a TOro, KTO NpH-
BE3 ApPAarouleHHYK NTHLY, CeHYac XK€ BO3BEJH B YHH ,NPH-
NBOPHOTO MOCTaBLIHKA COJIOBBER".

— Tenepb nycTb 3TOT COJIOBEH W Hall HACTOALIMHA
CMNOKT BMECTE, — pelHJ HMMepaTop.
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Ho neno He mowsio Ha Ja;: HacTOAUWIME COJIOBEH Med
BCE HOBble M HOBble MEeCHH, @ HCKYCCTBEHHbIH NOBTOPSI
OIHYy H Ty Xe, KaK 3aBeJ€HHaa llapMaHKa.

Toraa HCKyCCTBEHHOrO COJIOBbSI 3aCTaBHJH NETb OJHO-
ro. Ero neHue Tak e NMOHpPaBUJOCH NMPHABOPHBIM, KaK H
MeHHe HaCcTOsILero COJIOBbS, HO HOBag nTHua Oblia
Kylda KpacuBee —OHa BCf Tak MW OJecTesa, Tak W CBep-
KaJja.

Tpunuate TpH pasa nponena OHa OAHO M TO X€ H He
ycrana. [lpuasopHele OXOTHO caywann Obl e€ ewé, na
HMMepaTop CKas3aJ, YTO HaJ0 MOCJAylIaTh H XMBOTO COJIOBbS.
Tyt BCe 00epHy/sHCH H MOCMOTpeJsH Ha 30J40TOH wect. Ho
cosioBbs TaM He Obuio. Kyna e oH nesascsi?

HukTO He 3ameTu/, KaK COJIOBEH BBLIIOPXHYJ B OTKPbI-
TO€ OKHO H yJieTeJ B CBOH 3eJEHbIH Jiec.

— Yro xe 3710, O0gHAKO, Takoe? — CKas3aj HMMIEpaTop,
M BCe MNpPHABOPHLIE CTaAd OpaHHTb COJIOBbS H Ha3biBaThb
ero HeOnaroaapHO# TBapblo.

— Ho Bc&-taku nyuwias ntdua ocrajnach y Hacl — cka-
3aJld MPUABOPHBLIE, U HCKYCCTBEHHOMY COJIOBBIO MPHILJIOCH
CneTbh CBOIO EAWHCTBEHHYIO MECHI0 B TPHALATH YETBEPTHIH
pas.

»[ IpHIBOPHBIH NOCTABUIMK COJIOBLER" pacxBajiHBal CBOIO
NTHUY W yBEpAJ, YTO OHAa ropasao Jiyylie HacCTOSILLEH.

— W3Bosmte M BUOETb, BBLICOKHI MOBEJHTEb MO,
H Bbl, MHWJOCTHBbIE rocnoja, —roBOPHJ OH, — HHKOrAa
Belb HeJb3d 3HaThb 3apaHee, 4YTO HUMEHHO CMOET KHBOH
COJIOBEH, a Yy HCKYCCTBEHHOTO BCE HM3BECTHO Hanepén.
MoxHo nawe pa3obpaThb ero H NOCMOTPEThb, KAK OH YCTpO-
€H: KaK pacnoJioxeHbl M JeMCTBYIOT BCE BaJIMKM, BHHTHKH
M MPYKHHKH.

— O pa, Mbl TOXE TaK Aymaem,— CKasajd MPHABOP-
Hble, a WMMepaTtop BeJeJ MoKa3aTb MTHLY HApoO4Ay B cJje-
AYIOLLee e BOCKpecCeHbe.
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— [lycte ¥ Hapoa mocayuiaet eé, — Ccka3an MMMepaTop.

Hapon nocaywan u npuwéa B Takoi BOCTOpr, Kak
OYATO HAaNMWJCH XOPOLIero 4aw, — KHTadlbl Belb O4YeHb
Jo0aT uyam,

Bce B oamH rosoc Bockauuanu: , O, noaHumanu BBepx
yKasaTeJbHble Najablbl H KHBaJAM ronaosamu. Ho OGenHble
pbibaKH, KOTOpble CJbllIAJH HaCTOAWEro COJOBbs, MOBO-
punu

["onoc y Hero HeMJAOXOH M MOBT OH MOYTH TaK XKe,
KaK.Halll COJIOBylIKa, HO BCE-Taku He TO. Yero-to Heno-
CcTaéT, a yero — Mbl M CaMH He 3HaeMm.

A Tem BpemeHeM HWMmnepaTop H3aaj yka3. B atom y;ca-
3@ HaCTosiuero CoJoBbsl O0ObSIBHJIM HM3rHAHHBIM H3 KHTaM-
CKOro rocyjpaapcraa.

A HCKyCCTBEHHbIH COJIOBEH Jiexas Ha LWENKOBOH Mo-
AyliKe BO3Je CamMO# HMNepaTopckoW nocrtesu. Bokpyr He-
ro OblJH pa3yio¥eHbl BCE MOXAaJOBaHHbIe eMy AparoueHHO-
CTH, @ Ha lllee BHCeJa uMMNepaTopckas 3o0Ji0Tasi Tydas.
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MckyccTBeHHOH  nTulle aaau ocoboe 3BaHue: ,[lepbi
MeBeu HMMMNepaTopCcKOro HOYHOrO CTOJIHKAa C JIeBOH CTO-
POHBLI®, MOTOMY YTO HMMEparop cuyutaa OoJee BaKHOM
HMEHHO Ty CTOPOHY, Ha KOTOPOH HaxXOJAHUTCA Ccepaue,
a cepille HaXOAUTCs C/IeBa Jaxe Y KHTaAHCKOro HMneparopa.

YuéHble Hanucain 00 HCKYCCTBEHHOM C(COJIOBbLe [Ba-
AUATb MATH KHHT, NOJHBIX CaAMbIX MYAPEHBIX H HENOHATHBIX
KHTaHCKHX caoB. Ho BCe npuHABOpHbIE YBEPAJH, YTO OHM
NPOYJIH 3TH KHHIH W NOHAAM BCE, YTO TaM HanHcaHo, —
HHaye Belb HMX NPO3BajH Obl AypakamMH H OTKOJOTHIAH Obl
najakaMu no nATKam.

Tak npowén ueawiii roa. Mmneparop, Becb ABOp u Aa-
e BeCh HApoA 3HaJH HAaU3yCTh KaXkAyK HOTKY B necHe
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HCKYCCTBEHHOr0 coJioBbA. [loaTomy-TO nenue ero HM
HpaBuJoch ewd O6oabwe. OHM camu MOrJaM Tenepb Noa-
nesaTb NTHUE. YJAHuHble Maabuyuiiku neau: ,LLn-uu-uu!
Kmiok-kmok-kaok!“ W npaxe cam wumnepatop Hanesal
uHoraa: ,Lu-uu-un! Kmok-kmok-kaok!

M BoT oaMH pa3 BeuepOM HCKYCCTBEHHas MNTHLA pac-
nesaja mnepej HMMNEpPaTopoM, a OH JexaJ B MNOCTeJH
H caywaa e& Bapyr BHYTPH MTHIbI 4TO-TO 3aluune-
JO, 3amyximano, KoJ€ca 3aBepTesiiCb, H  MY3blKa
CMOJIK/A.

MmMnepaTtop BCKOUKJ H NOCAAJ 32 CBOHM JeHO-MEIHKOM.
Ho uro xe Tor Mor nojenatb? Beab OH yMmesa J€4HTb
TOJBKO XHBBIX Jtojei. Toraa npuspaiu yacosunka. Hacos-
LMK OTKPbUI MTHLE XHBOT H A0JIO pacCMaTPHBAJ KaKHe-TO
KOJECHKH H TMNOABMHUYMBAJ KakuWe-TO BHHTHKH. [loTOM OH
cka3aJj, yto nrtuua 6yaer netb, HO ¢ Hel Hano obpawaTh-
C OYEHb OCTOPOIKHO: MajeHbkHe 3yOUHKH HCTEDPJIHCH, a
MOCTaBHTb HOBLIE HEJIb3sl.

Mmnepatop wu3nan Ho-
BbIH yKas, B KOTOPOM roBoO-
PHJOCH, YTO ,MEPBOro MeB-
la MMMepaTOPCKOro HOYHO-
ro CTOJIHKa C JIeBOH CTO-
pPOHbI“ pa3pelnaercss 3aBO-
AHTb TOJIbKO pa3 B roay, Aa
H TO HEHaloJIro.

[Tpowno ewe nartb Jer,
U BOT ofHaX bl HMIIEpaTop
3abouen. Bce pokropa ro-
BOPHJIM, YTO OH HEnpeMeH-
HO YMpPET. MHHHCTpPbI U NpPH-
ABOPHbIe COOHMpaNHCh YXKe
NpOBO3rJacHTb HOBOTO HM-
fepaTopa, a HapoJ TOJIMHJCS
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€ro 3JIbIX [eJsiax, 4TO Ha JOYy y HEero BLICTYNHJ XOJIOJAHbIH
nor.

— 31 3a0bi1 06 3TOM, — rOBOPHI UMNIEpPaTOP. — A 3TO-
r0O HHKOrma W He 3Hal.

M on 3akpuyan:

— Myassiky cioaa, my3ssiky! Berite B 6Goabwwioi Kurtaii-
ckui Oapaban! § He xouy caywatb ux peyn!

Ho rososbl BCE npojpo/nkain ropoputh, a CMepTh, Kak
KUTaell, KHBAJa MpH KaXIOM HX CJOBe.

— Mysbiky croja, My3blKy! — Kpuuaa uMnepatop. —
[loit x0Tk Thbl, MOs1 ciaBHas ntuuxal Y ogapua TeGa 30410-
TOM W APAroUEHHOCTAMH, 5i MOBeCcH] TeOe Ha WIEK CBOIO
30J0TYI0 Ty — noi xe, noi!
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Ho nTHua Moauana: HekoMmy OBLIO 3aBECTH €€, a HHa-
ye oHa netb He ymena. A CmepTb BCE CMOTpeJa Ha HM-
nepatopa CBOWMH OOJBILIHMH, NYCTHIMH [IJIa3HbIMH BMa-
JAHHAMH, -

M Bapyr 3a OKHOM pas3jajoch 4yiaHoe neHue. To Obla
kuBOH conoseil. OH y3Han, yTo UMnepatop 0OJieH, H MPH-
neten, 4to6bl yTewuTh W 060apuTh ero. OH nej, H MpH-
spaku BC& OseaHen, a KPOBb MpHJIMBAaja BCE XHBEH K
cepauy umneparopa. Cama CmepTh 3aciyiuajach COJIOBbA
H THXO NOBTOpsJa:

— Tlo#, noit ewmé, cosnoByuikal

— A Tbl OTAallb 3a 3TO HMMOEpPaTopy MAparoueHHYIo
cabmo? W 3nama? W KopoHy? — crnpailuBaj COJIOBEH.

M CwmepTh OTAaBajsa HMIEpPaToOpy €ro COKpOBHILA OAHO
3a ApyrdM, a COJIOBeH Mpojo/Kaja nerb. BoT or 3anena o
THXOM K/1a0uile, Ha KOoTOpoM uBeTéT Oy3uHa, Ojaroyxa-
toT Gesble pO3bl W CBeXasi TpaBa Ha MOTHJax OpoulaeTcs
CJie3aMH JKHBBIX JIOAeH, OMNJaKHBAOLMX CBOHX YMEPLIHX
6au3KkHX... Tyr CmepTH TaK 3axoTelOCh BEpPHYTbCA Ha
kaanbHlle, YTO OHa 3akyTanacb B OeJsibiii XOJOJHBIH Ty-
MaH M BblJeTeJla B OKHO.

— Cnacubo Tebe, muias nTHYKal —CKasaj umnepa-
Top.— 9 u3rHan Teba KOraa-tro M3 MOEro rocynapcrsa, a
Tenepb Thl CBOEH MecHell OTOTHaja OT MOEH MOCTEeJIH y¥Kac-
Hble npu3pakH, nporHana aaxe Cwmeprs! Yem mHe BO3Ha-
rpaauTb Te6#A?

— Twbl ye Harpagu/ MeHs pa3 HaBceria, — Ckasaja Co-
noBeil. — 9 Bumes cJaé3bl B TBOMX Ivia3aX, KOTrAa MNepBbIH
pa3 neJs nepen T000#, —3TOro A He 3a0yly HMKOrAa. Cneé-
3bl— CaMas JAparolleHHasi Harpaja nesLly.

MU oH 3anesa oOmnaTh, a HMOepaTop B3acHyJ 310pPOBbIM,
KPenKHM CHOM.

Korga oH npocHyJ/cs, B OKHO Y)e CBETHJO COJHLE.
HukTO M3 €ro MHHHCTPOB M NPHABOPHBIX HE TPHXOAHJ K
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cBoemy umneparopy. Bce aymanau, uto oH ymep. Oamnn co-
JIOBEH CHIEeJ Yy OKHa U neJ.

— OcraHbCsl y MeHsi HaBCeria, — cKas3aj MMIeparop. —
Tel Oymelib neTh, TOJbKO KOIAa CaM 3axouelllb, a8 HCKYC-
CTBEHHYIO NTHIly 51 pa300bi0 BApeGesrH.

— He napno! —ckasan cososeit. — OHa cayxuaa Tebe
kak morja. OcraBb €€ y cebd. 91 He MOry XHTb BO ABOp-
ne. 9 6yay npuierath K Tebe, Koraa cam 3axouy, W Oyny
netb Tebe O CYaCTJIMBLIX H HECYacTHbIX, O JoOpe H 3Je,
000 BCEM, YTO jJesiaeTcss BOKpPYr Tebsi M 4yero Thl He 3Ha-
elib. MaJileHbKHH COJIOBel JieTaeT MNOBCIOAY, 3aJeTaeT H
noa Kpelly 6egHoro poibaka M NMOCEJSHHHA, KOTOPbIE KH-
ByT Baanu oOT nABopua. 1 Gyay npujetath W netb Ttebe.
Ho o6ewait mHe...

— Bcé, uto Xouelb! — BOCKJIMKHYJ UMMNepaToOp M BCTal
C MOCTEJH.

On ycnen yxe HaneTb CBOE LApCKOe OMiesiHHE W MpH-
KHMMaJ K Cepauy TSKENYI0 30J0Tyi0 cabiio.

19



— O6ewaii mHe He roBOPUTb HUKOMY, 4TO y Tebs €CTh
MaJleHbKas NTHYKA, KOTOpas pacckasbiBaer Te6e 060 BCEM.
Tak neno nmoipér ayuiue.

M conoseii ynete. .

Tyr BowusM npuaBopHbie NOrAsiaeTh Ha MEPTBOrO HM- -
neparopa—ja Tak W 3actelin Ha nopore. [lepen Humn
CTOfAJl MMMEpPaTop, XHBOH W 310poBbii. M OH ckasan um:
— 3apascTayiiTe!
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