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THE SERENE REAEM - BEYOND
THE PASSIONS .

CHAPTER 1

Ienkuro failed to parry a thrust of his
master’s sword, sustaining a wound, though
a mere scratch, on the face, from the Ieft

cheek to the jaw. ‘He had intrigued with
Hs MEI‘ES fE.V"fT"'

mlstress, who was to

ice the impen 'g n-
lio] “-'QF an inewtafble




2 THE SERENE REALM

being loath to throw down his life for what he
thought an idiotic delusion. Hence, when
his master accused him of disloyalty, and
attacked him without more ado, he had only
to ward off the vigorous thrusts of the for-
mer, making a ready weapon of a candle-
stick which stood near by. But stroke after
stroke from a sturdy and steady arm, even
though of nearly fifty winters, was more than
could be withstood for long by a man defend-
ing himself at a distinct disadvantage. Thus
it was that the first wound was inflicted on
the side of his head. The sight of blood,
however, wrought a sudden change in Ichi-
kuro’s psychology. All his discretion gone,
he was now left no better than a furious bull
pricked by a picador’s dart. Before the ap-
proaching death, he saw no world, no relation
between master and servant. He only saw
in his assailant, whom he had served as his
master up te that moment, a brute,—a
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blood-thirsty brute threatening his life. Driv-
en to desperation he instantly made up
his mind to assume the offensive, hurling
with a cry of defiance, the candle-stick he
had in his hand at the other’s face. In an
unguarded moment, Saburobei failed to stop
the missile so suddenly thrown, an edge of
the socket hitting him severely in the right
eye ; he had felt confident in the unopposing
defence which his servant had adopted. Ere
his adversary could recover from his confu-
sion, Ichikuro swiftly unsheathed his short
sword, and dashed at him.

“How do you dare to make a stand
before me ? "’ angrily cried his injured master.
Ichikuro’s only answer was to press forward
in grim silence. Thrice the master’s long
weapon, nearly three feet in length, and the
man’s short one pressed furiously together,
then each disengaged.

With a hissing and a clattering of the

L
-



4 THE SERENE REALM

thirsty blades, the frenzied combat continued.

More than once the longer brand grazed the
low ceiling, each time hampering the free
sweep of the weapon. Ichikuro did not fail
to see how this advantaged him, and pressed
the more eagerly on his quondam master,
who, on his side, had remarked the danger,
and sought to escape it by getting into the
freedom of open space. To achieve his pur-
pose he began to move backward to the
veranda, and as Ichikuro attacked him fast
and furious on his retreat, Saburobei, with a
yell of intermingled rage and disgust, lashed
fiercely at his following foe. In the lxéat*'ﬂf

the moment howaver, his d&sﬁgﬁ s
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opportunity, rushed up, and, with a back-
handed blow savagely dealt, inflicted a mortal
wound in the side.

The moment his antagonist fell, Ichikuro
came to himself. With the recovery of his
senses, which had been carried away in the
turmoil of excitement, he was painfully con-
scious of his serious crime, for in attacking
his benefactor he was guilty of parricide, and
he sank down overwhelmed with remorse
and fear.

The evening was well advanced. The

ke _'_ s’ ]odgf: stood far a.part from the main
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young samurai, he had hitheto done nothing
approaching a criminal act. Never in his
life had he dreamed of finding himself a per-
petrator of a parricide, the worst of the eight
felonies. He again grasped the blood-stained
sword. To murder his master, he reflected,
on the eve of punishment for his illicit in.
timacy with the latter’s mistress ! Every-
thing was against him. Looking askance at
the fallen body, still showing a slight indica-
tion of life, he calmly resolved to offer his
own life then and there in payment for his
fearful crime. It was at this juncture that 2

voice came from the next chamhr a;m
sounding as if reheved uf the pressure of ar
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behind a screen. Luckily, all's gone well,
so far. But now that things have come to
this pass, we have not a moment to lose.
What we must do is to make off with all the
ready-money we can lay hands on, and that
before the retainers get wind of the incident.
The nurse and the maids seem to be out of
- their wits with terror in the kitchen. I'll just
1 go and tell 'em not to kick up a silly row.
In the meanwhile, do you hunt after cash!”
The voice had a positive tremor, which its
owner was evidently subduing with the
- strong wﬂl of a desperate woman, in an at-
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ing its creamy grain with his bloodsmeard
hand. All her could find in her absence, how-
ever, was a small packet of merely five 7y0
‘0 silver. When Oyumi, for that was the
name of his master’s mistress, rejoined him,
and saw the scanty booty, she was but little
pleased.

« What's the use of such a pltlful pit-
tance ?” So muttering, she proceeded to

ransack with a vengeance every single one
of the drawers herself, and finally an armour
case, but not a plece of gold rewarded her ;
pains. E

i Belng a notorxous man

3 -'i;f:n; ‘= -U,:-‘:u-_f.. 'y I




BEYOND THE PASSIONS 9

-~ thus eloped from the residence of Nakagawa
Saburobei, a /latamoto, at Tawara-machi in
Asakusa.  Saburobei’s only son, Jitsunosulke,

an infant barely three years of age, was then

ol (3

4 sleeping peacefully in his nurse’s arms, and
alas! in blissful ignorance of his father’s
tragic end.

. ! CHAPTER II

f .ncc out cf Yedo, Ich1kuro and Oyurm
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spur her lover to evil, suggesting :

“We are castaways branded with crime,
any way. Your moping and worrying won't
help us. What's the good of it, then? The
best thing is put on a bold front and lead a
merry life.”

But by the time the couple came to Yabu-
hara in Kiso by way of Shinshu, they were
not over-merry, for the fund at their dis-
posal had been exhausted to the last coin.
Want drove them to evil courses. First,
they practised the easiest form of blackmail
incidental to the combination of such a man
and woman, squeezing ey mﬂﬁf m
faring mercham.s iné armers a
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humility before the two-sworded blackmailer
in the guise of a 7oz,

As he slipped deeper into villainy, Ichikuro
came to prefer less elaborate means of ex-
tortion, until at last murderous robbery was,
in his eye, his regular occupation. - In the
meantime, he settled at Torii-toge, a moun-
tain pass leading from Shinano to Kiso,
There he kept a wayside resting-booth by
day, committing robbery by night.

His conscience was so far gone by this time
that he felt neither scruple nor uneasiness in
the wicked life he led. He would watch for a
traveller apparently with a heavy purse, kill
him, and dispose of his body in some horrible
but masterly fashion. Three or four murders
a year brought him sufficient finds to keep
them going through the four seasons,

It was in the springtide, three years after
the couple had fled from Yedo. One daimyo
procession after another from the North, on
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its way to Yedo, where the feudal lords had
to take their turn of attendance at the Sho.
gun’s Court, provided every stage along the
Kiso Highway a scene of life and stir for
some days. Then there was a succession of
pilgrims so the Great Shrine of Ise, from
Echigo and Etchu, not to mention Shinshu,
many of them, bent on pleasure, con templated
an extension of their trip to Kyoto, and
farther on to Osaka. Ichikuro’s greedy eyes
gleamed in anticipation of fine hauls ensuring
him the means of living at ease for a year or
more, from two or three peripatetics victim
ized. |

It was towards the close of day, when the
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to show that they were man and wife, the
former somewhat over thirty years of age,
the other probably twenty-two or three.
They were apparently members of some
wealth family belonging to the farming com-
munity in Shinshu, out on a free and easy
trip, dispensing with the annoyance of obse-
quious and inquisitive attendants.

The sight of their personal appearance
prompted Ichikuro to conceive the idea of
making them his victims of the year.

“ Say, goodman, Yabuhara is not far off, is
it ? 7’ said the man, stooping on the doorsill
to readjust his warazi-strings. Even before
a response sprang to Ichikuro’s lips, Oyumi
came flying from the kitchen, with a ready
answer :

“Yes, sir, scarcely a half 77 below this
pass. So you would do well to take your
time for a thorough rest here.”

Ichikuro was not slow in interpreting these
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words as a sure suggestion of the diabolical
scheme his consort had already conceived.
To throw an unfortunate traveller off his
guard by lying about the distance to Yabu-
hara, which was in reality more than two 74
distant ; to take a by-path to the highway
just at the entrance to the stage, waylay,
and assault the belated victim—this was
Ichikuro’s modus operandi.

“ Wel, then, you might give us some tea,”
said the reassured traveller, little thinkir
that he had been beguiled into a fatal trap.
His wife sat down close to him, undoing the
red strings of her hat of plaited s OB LoY 42




BEYOND THE PASSIONS 15

Oyumi motioned Ichikuro to make an instant
move. The latter hurriedly girded on a
sword and gave mad chase, like a huntsman
after his game. He struck off the route to the
left, and raced down a steep path running
along the River Kiso.

By the time Ichikuro emerged into the
avenue of trees leading to Yabuhara, the long
spring day was over, and night was fast fall-
ing. The mountains of Kiso appeared as
hough floating in the dim, creamy light

ralding the ten-day-old moon ascending
from behind a lofty peak.
~ Ichikuro hid himself in a grove of willow-
trees by the roadside, patiently waiting for
Op1 e doomed couple.  Villain

vet human enough to listen
‘on the sheer

Jb.““’."..""

e i .
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the idea of giving it up and returning empty-
handed seemed forbidding to him who knew
the temper of Oyumi.

He was not over-anxious to shed their
blood ; at heart he hoped the young couple
would be absolutely submissive, if possible,
to his words of menace ; he certainly thought
of letting them go unscathed, in case they
delivered up their money and clothes.

It was when this final resolution was made,
that the benighted couple was seen hurrying
up from the road. They looked sarely ex-
hausted and weary, for the j Joumey fr e:
pass had provcd more than the
gained for. ca
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man, in evident desperation, drew his trusty
steel, and pulled himself up for defence,
sheltering his consort behind him. Baffled
in the start as he was, Ichikuro raised his
voice in an imperative tone, demanding :
“Look here, traveller! You had best
cease your futile attempt at resistance, if you
set any value on your life. It is not your life,
but your cash and clothing that I am after.
Give them up to me, without further ado ! ”
The other, who had been intently gazing
into his face, cried out: « Ah, now I see
yﬁu ! You are the owner of the tea-booth on
: immit, where we rested a while ago !
w%e nm moment fomd ham dashing at his
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thrusts dealt by the now utterly reckless
traveller, Ichikuro gave him a merciless
stroke on the neck, and at once ended the
man’s life and the fight. The man’s fair
companion was cowering by the roadside,
ready to faint, trembling like an aspen. Ichi-
kuro hardly found it in his heart to take her
life. But then he had to consider his own
personal safety, which was of more concern
to him.  He must go on with it, thought he,
while he was yet hot with lust of murder.
Lifting up his bloody sword, he paced ﬁp:m
the poor woman, who entreated him, - on.
knees, to spare her life. Stared at «

in the fam by hei': mplorine

|
1
- |
|
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employing any sanguinary mode of destruc-
tion. Thereupon, he wrenched off a towel
he had carried at his side, and strangled her
to death.

Upon the death of the two, the footpad felt
a sudden fear of homicide creeping all over
him. And he could not bear the idea of
remaining on the spot a minute longer.
Snatching up their purses and clothes, he
took to flight, helter-skelter, from the scene
of his crime. True, his hand was red with the
blmd of a dozen travellers he had slin. But




20 THE SERENE REALM

other hand, proceeded, with perfect serenity,
to count the cash, the sum of which fell short
of her expectation, being barely over twenty
7yo. Next she came to the examination of
the murdered young woman'’s clothes.

““ Ah, all of splendid stuff, the outer gar-
ment of yellow /Jackijo, the underwear,
spotted silk crape. Good, so far. But,”
she continued in an imperious tone, “ whatof
her hair ornaments, young man? ” |

“Hair ornaments?” echoed Ichikuro
biankly. o ot B e

“Yes, what else? Her rich attire leads
me to surmise that hers are no i
combs and /Eagm ﬂ@ it.& nore t
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victim of the adornments of her coiffure.

‘“Look here, man, Surely you are not
going to say you forgot what you were
about ? " she snarled, perking herself up. “If
of tortoise-shell, the things would mean a
certain haul worth seven or eight 7y0, I'll be
bound. What on earth is the good of setting
off on a deadly scent, if you're going to
sacrifice your legitimate loot,—you, an old
hound at that? The idea of killing a woman
dressed as she was, without so much as
troubling yourself with her upper ornaments !
How long have you been at this business,
like I:o knmw? Well, 1 do declare yeu
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or lack of ability as a robber in letting slip
his rightful plunder. His mind had been all
in a whirl with the deed, which he knew was

;t dastardly and wicked, and his confusion pre-

vented his paying any attention to the mur-

dered woman’s hair ornaments, valued at

close-on ten #yo. And he had not for a
. moment regretted his heedlessness. Sunk,

|

g as he was, to the desperate level of a foot. :

i pad, slaying harmless souls out of sheer ;

i wanton lust after gain, he would not, ikea 8
¥

} fiend from the pit, gnaw the very bones of

B his victims. And his mind felt 2 shade lighter
b over the thought. Oyumi, on the contrary,

showed no pity for the fate

i

i own sex, whose very ﬂﬁdﬂi‘ othes
ﬁ spread out bﬁfm*aheﬂgxe ) 2
 tribute to the murder
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spouse had failed to notice. This reflection
went to make Ichikuro so much disgusted
with her that he felt he could not breathe
the same air with her.

Oyumi had not the faintest idea of the
revulsion of feeling that was shaking his
mind. Her eyes shone with triumph, as if
convinced of her thoroughly reasonable claim,
as she persisted :

“Up with you, my man and have a look
round for the stuff. What is the sense of

-mdmg on ceremany and forgoing what has
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It had been Ichikuro’s wont to move at
her beck and call. But at the moment his
brains were in an awful turmoil of distracted

, thoughts, and his inward struggle was too
violent for him to heed her words.

“You sit there mumchance and useless,

and me jawing away like this !’ she went on.
‘ “Very well, I won’t waste any more breath.
I'll do the job myself. Tell me the spot!
The same old haunt, eh? ” 3
Ichikuro, who felt an unspeakable hatred '
,t for her creeping into his heart, almost jumped
at his chance of being relieved, be it even for
;a a moment, of her detestable pmmtme. diskhy

““No need of asking! It’s the usua
avenue leadmg to Yahulma;&’ ‘was the

perient rephybuisins S oibki |
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slid on zo7, and dashed out of the house,
The man’s heart swelled with wretched-
ness as he followed her departing figure with
his eyes. Here was a woman, maddened
and unsexed, flying on a gruesome errand to
rob a dead woman of her hair ornaments.
This idea combined with the recollection of
his old attachment to her, sank him all the
more into the depths of misery. He had,
indeed, gone to the length of robbery, and
even murder, with comparative freedom from
such remorseful feelings, the consciousness
of his doing them himself, coming infallibly
as a strange plea. But once placed in the
position of a calm looker-on of another’s
crime, all its horror and ugliness would come
to him in appalling vividness. The woman
he had won at the hazard of his life, was now
dashing, forgetting all feminine gentleness, to
the scene of a murder, to the side of the corpse
of one of her own sex, with the ferocity of
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a hungry wolf after a carcase,—all for some
tortoise-shell worth five or ten 7yo! The
idea sent a thrill of horror through his veins,
making him loth to dwell even for a second
in that abode of crimes with the Jezebel.
This reflection revived, with the pangs of
remorse, in his mind, the memory of the
series of foul deeds he had perpetrated. The
death glare of a strangled woman, the last
groan of a dealer in cocoons weltering in
blood, the heart-rending shriek of a grey-
haired old man under the first stroke, all
these conspired against him. He Wlsh he
could have effected an msta:m: aj

M -




nuch as fitting himself out for a journey.
Hardly had he taken a dozen steps, how-
ever, before he recalled that the money and
clothes he carried, had all been illegally
obtained. The next second he was back at
his door, as if hurled by a spring, and there
with all his might he cast from him inside the
house the guilty things which were the price

- For fear of meeting Oyumi, he ran for all
 he was worth along the trackless banks of
2 I'ﬂmm Kiso. He had no definite destina-
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The following afternoon found him seeking
refuge in the Jogan-Temple, which stood
outside Ogaki in Mino. Not that he had
premeditated it as his objective. He simply
chanced to pass by the temple in the course
of his flight, when his bewildered heart, in
its abysmal gloom of penitence, throbbed
with yearning for the benign light ot religion.
The Jogan-Temple was the head temple of
the Shingon Sect for the whole Province of
Mino. Ichikuro gained access to Myohen,
the Abbot, to whom he confessed on ha ,
knees all his dark deeds in the past. The
large-hearted priest did not faﬂ i
benignant hand of mercy eve
oi deepest 4ye and

-.'
1
]
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quences at law, by exposing your body on a
scaffold. But then, my friend, you lie eternally
under the divine condemnation, for your doom
is to incur the torture of everlasting Hell-fire,
Far better and more important would be for
you to devote yourself to Buddhism, and
aspire after complete and eternal salvation
at the sacrifice of your earthly life, that you
may thereby save your brethren as well as
yourself.”

At these words, Ichikuro felt his heart the
more sore by the all-consuming flames of
enitence. He resolved then and there to
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practised the rite of the Three Secrets, at-
tending at eve an esoteric service, in which
he sat for hours together in silent communion
with the divine. These two forms of auster-
ity, blending in perfect harmony, were not
slow in diffusing a2 dawn of wisdom in his
soul. And ere two seasons were passed, the

quondam rascal found himself transformed

into no mean priest. When he learned to
trust in his own firm, unshakable morality,
there arose in his mind a fervent desire to
carry salvation to the world, and for the
achievement of this desire he started. -

SOy ) e et n
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humanity, that he might atone for a hun-
dredth part of his past. Stll at times he left
the relentless burden of a guilty soul almost
past redemption, as he reflected on the out-
rageous acts he had committed in the Kiso
mountains.,

Not a day passed but he devoted himself
to minister to human aid. The sick and
afflicted whom he met on the road were,
regardless of age, objects of his unfailing
compassion. Some he helped on by hand or
by pushing from behind. Others he even
carried on his back for many a weary mile.
Nor did he pass unnoticed a damaged village
bridge off the highway, which he went to the
trouble of repairing, with the timber and
stone he personally brought from the neigh-
bouring mountain. A collapsed spot on the
road was likewise put in good repair at the
cost of his personal labour.

He thus traversed the Five Provinces
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around Kyoto and the best part of the Mid-
land, never sparing pains in performing one
virtuous deed after another, which was, how-
ever, a mere mole hill, in his eye, beside the
guilt he had accumulated sky-high. The
depressing reflection would bring home to
him the depth of his wickedness in days
gone-by, until he was thrown into despair
unutterable, arguing that his was an abandon-
ed case. Often, when he lay awake ata way-
side inn, a thought would recur to his mind
that it was mean add unmanly to cling to the
mode of life he led. It was at ;uch gim:_
that he came near making am& th himself.
But everytime l;e wu}ﬂd, ms If
by hi’ indomitz il Hidagt, d
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the Province of Buzen to pay homage to
- the Hachiman Shrine at Usa. This done,
he proceeded southward from Yokkaichi
- across a stretch of waste land presenting a
 reddish hue, into the valley along the River

Yamaguni. His intention was to worship

at the Rakan Temple at an upper reach of
- The autumn down in Kyushu wore on as
 the pilgrim shifted his night's lodging from
i’ m&ﬁge to another. In the thickets were
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reflecting in the morning beams of the autumn
sun. About noon, he arrived at Hida,
sequestered mountain hamlet where he was
treated to lunch by way of alms. Thence he
continued down south through the Vale of
the Yamaguni. At the end of the village,
the path again ran along the River Yama-
guni, winding with it over volcanic rocks.
As he toiled on over the ‘rugged, stony
road with the help of a stick, his eyes
happened to rest on a group of excited
men by the roadside, ev1dently farmers of
the country-side. One of them, who quickly
_bbserved the approaehmg pﬁe&t‘ ﬁﬁh |
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case might be that of foul play—a victim
of murderous robbery. The sinister scenes
of his past floated before his eyes, and the
awakened sense of remorse almost nailed
him to the spot.

““He was apparently drowned. But why
those ruptures of the skin and flesh?”
queried Ichikuro in manifest fear.

“Your reverence is a stranger here, and
may know nothing about the place,” an-
swered another farmer. “But some sixty
Is up the river, there’s a perilous spot
nown as ‘the Chain Passage.” It's the
ost danger S ledge in l‘hf" Vale of the Ya-
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its own tale.”

“Of “the Chain Passage’ I have verily
heard as a hazardous place. But does such
fate often fall on many?” inquired Ichikuro
in a sad tonme, fixing his gaze on the muti-
lated boély.

“Yes, three or four a year on an
average, but sometimes no less than ten
are sent to their premature graves. The
worst is that unforeseen dangers make it
almost impossible for us to repair - the
hanging bmdge, though it be weather-worn.

Thus replymg, the farmeré set 2
disposing of the body.  Ichikurc
offenng up arp pra}*@i* f@r f*t ¢
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exposing its rugged, wrinkled body of light-
grey. ‘The waters of the river went bound-
ing and splashing towards the cliff, seemingly
attracted by some mysterious power, lap-
ping its bottom in a swashing whirlpool
presenting a deep-green hue.

““This, then, is ‘the Chain Passage,’
referred to by the villagers,” said Ichikuro
to himself. The road he pursued came to
an end right before the frowning rocks, the
sole access to which was a hazardous bridge
of pine and cedar logs chained together,
stretching halfway up. Indeed, it would
by no means be timid female travellers
alone, who might feel their hearts failing
them on the perilous height, with a gaping
abyss below, and a colossal wall overhang-
ing them.

- Ichikuro gave great heed as he slowly
moved on the bridge, clinging to the rocks
and steadying his quaking limbs. It was at
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the very moment he accomplished the dan-
gerous passage, and cast a backward glance
at the menacing precipice, that an ardent
vow found its way into his heart.
Dissatisfied with the meagre amends he
had made, he had always prayed for some
extraordinary undertaking, calculated to test
his devotion and fortitude. No. wonder,
then, that, at sight of this source of dread
and danger, carrying off ten lives a year,
he was seized with the preternatural ambl-




nelling the dreaded obstacle, only to find
tlntmsyqnd;cﬁcmrmrdedthepains
of an apparently itinerant priest.

*“There raves a maniac haranguing that
he would attempt to pierce a solid rock of

- “Why, he’s a big fraud trymgtosmndle
~us, and that under pretence of monstrous
: ”‘“’AMW for that's

] I ”
ﬁb‘,_lﬂlm.
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And yet he meant in dead earnest to
penetrate it single-handed,—a range of
- natural Lulwarks, which, though composed
of volcanic rocks easy to break, stood
trowning over the river.

“ See what the poor wretch has come to.
He's out of his mind!” scoffed passers-by,
pointing at Ichikuro. Nothing daunted, he
washed himself in the clear stream of the
Yamaguni, and, offering prayers to Kwan-
non, struck the first blow with his hamme
for all he was worth. Barely twnm'ﬁrm
splmters flew out under the yact.
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resuming his work. When he felt his zeal
slacken, he would seek in the Shingon
invocation a revival of vigour and courage.
A strenuous day was followed by a second
and a third. Contempt and derision were
constantly showered on him by the way-
farers who passed by. Never for second,
however, was his single-hearted exertions

: hand which wielded the hammer.
he meantime, Ichikuro erected near

- rock a rude shelter from rain and dew.
1 early morn when the twinkling stars
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“The old fool is still atit, as if he were
Benkei ! ” they would jeer, never giving him
credit for his dogged determination.

None the less, the unflagging priest ever
strove on in his mighty purpose. So | iong
as his hammer was in action, his adaman-
tine mind was secure from all worldly
sentiments. There was no remorse for
murder, nor aspiration after the bless-
ings of an invisible world at such moments
—the placid sense of devotion standing
supreme. He felt day after day the abatemgnt 2
of the painful memory of his gas hic
had nightly haunted him in bed, e
he became a png% This e
to concentrate his energy all tt
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prodigious precipice. It was indeed a
small, insignificant cave, still the initiative
mark of his iron will was plainly to be seen
in evidence.

But Ichikuro still remained an object of
ridicule among the country folk around, who
would sarcastically remark : “ Look at what
that maniac has done ! He has struggled full
one year, and the result is a bare rat’s hole.”

And yet the sight of that cave was so
dear to the digger that he well-nigh wept
for j joy, for, with all its meagre dimensions,

f& Was the mamfestatmn the revelatmn of
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moon waxed and waned, the rain fell, and
the strife of the elements took place, but
within, the incessant sound of the pounding
hammer filled all space.

The sentiment and attitude of the villagers
towards Ichikuro underwent no change for
the better at the end of the second year,
except that they had learned to stifle their
laughter. They only winked at one another,
and made grimaces out of his sight.
Another year elapsed, and the sound of his
hammer was still going on with the stead-
fastness of the roar of the Yamaguni. The
village swains were struck dumb by
their expression of derision had
ly given place to that of

m X7 ¢
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in which he wriggled like a wild beast, his
hammer beating, beating, beating, with all
the strength of a monomaniac,

The wonder of the rustic people gradual-
ly changed into sympathy. As Ichikuro was
about to start, snatching odd moments, on
a tour of mendicancy, he not infrequently
found at the mouth of his cave unexpected
alms in a bowl o rice. This meant SO
much addition to the hours he devoted to
his undertaking.

Four years slid away, at the end of which
he had dug some fifty feet into the cave.
1 his
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Ichikuro to continue his own exertions.
But to his mind, which had found samadhj
in its occupation, the idea of swinging the
hammer was paramount to all others. In-
deed, his sole concern was to go on dig-
ging mole-wise to the last. Thus all alone
he dug and dug away with an untiring as-
siduity all his own. One season after
another came and went in the outside
world with its shifting scenes and features,
while the eternal cling, clang from the
striking hammer went on inside the cave..
‘“Poor priest! He is bereft ﬁ‘f reason
for aught I know,” would observe the pass
ing villagers to one aﬂpﬁheﬂm'
the sight ‘f lﬁs aappawﬁt%
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year saw the excavation wrought so far as
to measure twenty-two Aez from entrance
~ to wall.
The inhabitants of Hida Village awoke
for the first time to the possibility of suc-
cess attending Ichikuro’s undertaking, If
the nine years’ labour of one emaciated
mendicant priest could bring about this
result, surely the penetration of the im-
mense cliff would not altogether be an im-
- Practicable project before the united strength
~ of many enduring without remission for
- years. This was the argument that carried

day. Thus it was that the people of

en villages along the River Yama-
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his work. The sound of many hammers
striking the rock proceeded from within
the cave with life and animation.

In the following year, however, when the
villagers examined how far the work had
progressed, they found that it had not
covered even one-fourth of the cliff. The
discovery sank them again into dismay and
misgivings.

“Why, this is a tough job defying any
increase of hands. The Rev. Ryokal is to
blame for deceiving us into unnecessa
expenses,” they grumbled, gwmg themselves ,;;:f:‘z-
up to lasmtude at thé ﬁl ably sl pro-
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The interest and attention of the simple
~ country folk entirely forsook Ichikuro, and
- not without reason. The deeper he dug,
~ the farther he carried himself away from
:' their vision. Indeed, some of the more
- curious would ever and anon peer into the
- cave enveloped in gloom, observing dubious-
Iy, “I wonder if the Rev. Ryokai is still
~atit!” But even this remnant of occasional
] curiosity disappeared from the rustic minds,
- *m& very existence of Ichikuro was
for this neglect, since to him the villagers
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grim traces on him. His countenance grew
pallid and haggard, his Iustreless eyes
peering from the sunken sockets. This
combined with his gaunt, reduced frame
with bones prominent, gave him the general
appearance of a spectre from the shades.
Yet in his bosom burned the constant fire
of an indomitable spirit, ever pushing him
straight on to the furtherance of his [ife
object. And he gave a cry of exultation
at every fragment, be it ever so small,
which was detached from the mass of the

rocks. : il
Three years more elapsed since Ichikuro

had been abandoned to his task, when

'
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in light, and that one-third of the cliff had
been excavated mainly by the individual
effort of the iorlorn priest. They stood
with a blank stare before this revelation.
They realized with a sense of shame the
absence of wisdom in them, and reverence
for the devoted priest was revived in their
breasts. In this way a dozen skilled arms
which were put at his disposal pounded
their hammers in unison with his again.

Another year passed, in the course of
shich his fickle patrons again began rueing

€ moment when they had been tempted
nto a bad bar. ain.  The contributed labour
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blow he would strike, and then brought it
down with every atom of skill and force
in his body. His very existence was merged
in the operation, obliterating from his
memory the evil deeds of the past day,—
parricide, robbery, and murder,

The lapse of one year more followed by
another found Ichikuro still at his post.
His thin, wiry arm animated by the inten-
sity of his ardour retained the hardness of
steel.  Just towards the close of the
eighteenth year it was discevered that he
had narrowed the vast precipice by one

miracle the distrust of the coy
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istration came round on a tour of inspec-
tion, giving him words of approval for his
good service. Some thirty professional
stone-masons, were brought together from
the surrounding country, and the work of
excavation accelerated with the rapidity of
a fire consuming dry leaves.

Ichikuro, worn out with age and toil, was

an object of general compassion. The sug-
gestion was often repeated to him to refrain
from personal labour, contenting himself
with superintending the men. But every-
time he 'Wduld -decline it with a determined
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recesses of the cave, shut out of the sun-
light began to tell on his legs, until they
partially lost their elasticity. The conse-

‘quence was that he had to rely on a stick

even for a short walk.

His eyes, too, were in no better condi-
tion. FEither affected by the prolonged
absence of daylight, or injured by the small
splinters of stone incessantly flying back at
and around him, they become dim and lack-
lustre, depriving him of their distinguishing
power.

Indefa.tigable as he was, Ichlkum was
painfully conscious of age encroaching on
his vigour. Not that he set undue stor




BEYOND THE PASSIONS 55

lively play of his hammer.

The natural barrier which had first con-
fronted him in its insurmountable majesty
was found well-high overcome by the single
arm of the miserable wreck ot his tormer
self. And the cave cut into the heart of
the rock was apparently ready to march
with irresistible force against its inmost core.
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Jitsunosuke, his only son, then three years
old, was taken over by one of his relations
to be brought up.

When thirteen years of age, the unhappy
child learned for the first time how his
father had died. His boyish heart burnt
with just indignation when he was further
informed that the assailant was not a
samurai of equal status, but merely a domes-
tic in the service of his house. He took a
solemn oath on the spot to avenge his
father. He lost no time in enterlng the
fencmg school set up by Yagyu, t '

_the mystemes ai the &pg at*‘ ine
e fnds the young avenge
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iter portion of the realm in the course
~ futlely until he was twenty-seven years of
_age. From time to time, he felt the
Fesentment and grudge he entertained

his mortal enemy lose its vitulity
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house of Nakagawa.

The spring of the ninth year since he

had quitted Yedo was greeted in the Castle

town of Fukuoka. His intention was to

* explore the outlying Kyushu, exhaustive
| search after his manin the Mainland having
* borne him no fruit. It was one day in
) February after he had moved down to
| Nakatsu from Fukuoka, when he visited
{ the Hachiman Shrine at Usa to supplicate
| divine help that his heart's desire might h s
; accomplished without further delay. Prayer
aﬂerd. he rested his 'nuy MN
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him to aspire after the salvation of his
fellow-creatures. The tunnel at Hida I
mentioned is the outcome of hjs unaided
labour for years.”

This careless remark thrilled Jitsunosuke
through and through, such a thrill of
intensest interest as he had never before
experienced in all his nine years’ wander-
ings. There was a dash of excitement in
his voice when he asked :

“Kindly excuse my venturing a question
wo, but how old is that priest you refer
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short ?” pursued Jitsunosuke with vigour.

“That's more than I know. Why, sir,
he’s seldom seen abroad, spending the best
part of his time in the depths of the cave.”

“And don't you happen to know his
secular name ?”

“ Again, I must answer in the negative.,
But I can enlighten you this far. He was
a native of Kashiwazaki in Echigo, whence
he went up to Yedo while young.”

This piece of information was calculated
to make him almost forget his dignity and
caper about for joy. On the eve of his depart-
ure from the capital, one of his rel-‘_‘".':f;?,_; ""'""j:-'
-renunded him of the fact 1 ?. t his e ‘
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oracle of the God of Hachiman. The
moment he secured the knowledge of the
name of the old priest and the location of
the Vale of the Yamaguni, he made straight
for his enemy’s abode, though it was past
two in the afternoon, his limbs sweeping
along with a fresh vigour born or expectant
vengeance. At dusk of the same day he
attained the village of Hida. His first jm.
pulse was to direct his steps at once to
the cave. His better judgment told him
that selfpossession was what he required.,
Lhereupon, he sought shelter in a village
inn, where he passed a feverish night of
nce. At peep of da
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lives in this cave. Am I rightly informed? ”

‘“ Ay, ay, sir, what else do you expect?
The Rev. Ryokai is, as it were, the patron
spirit of the cave, ha, ha, ha!” answered
the man with an easy laugh.

Jitsunosuke’s blood was up at the im-
mediate prospect of realizing his life object.
But he was on his guard not to suffer
himself to be carried away by his feelings.

“And is this the only means of going in

and out?” This was asked out of appre-.

hension lest his man should make coo
escape at the supreme moment.

i o i il il Bt
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for the workmen under him, he said to
himself with confidence, he knew how to
put them to the sword, let there be dozens
of them, |

“Look here, friend, will you do me a
favour? Just go in and tell the Rev.
Ryokai that a man has come from afar on
purpose to look him up,” requested Jitsu-
nosuke.

When he saw the stone-cutter vanish

into the gloom of the cave, he got his

trusty steel ready, and pictured to himself
ﬁa gmml appearance of that mortal foe
rhom Eie mas ‘about to encounter for
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Jitsunosuke the more alert and vigilant.
A few minutes later, however, there

stepped or rather crawled toadwise, out of

the cave to where he stood, a poor mendi-
cant priest, who looked no more than the

sheer wreck of what had once been a stal-
wart man. His feeble frame reduced to a
skeleton, with sores sadly noticeable in the
lower limbs, was altogether a painful and
pitiful sight. The tattered priest’s robe he
wore suggested the only semblance of one
in the sacred profession, for his hair had
been allowed to grow so Iong asiter Big,
shroud half hxs much-wn ikled fa
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moment he clapped eyes on the old man.
What he would encounter had been, in his
mind’s eye, a callous, villainous priest, such
as he might feel hatred for from the bot.
tom of his heart. Crouched before hijs
very eyes, however, he saw a helpless,
timeworn, decrepit creature, more corpse
than living person. He had to lash hjs
sinking heart when he demanded jm-
petuously :

“And you are called Ryokai, the priest
Ryokai ?

‘“ Ay, none else, sir, and you?” returned
the other, looking up in bewilderment.

“To Ryokai, then, I speak. You are
now in the guise of a priest, but you can-
not very well deny the knowledge of an
incident in your younger days when you
were named Ichikuro. I refer to none
other than your murder in cold blood of
Nakagawa Shirobei, your master, after
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which you made good your escape. I am
his only son, Jitsunosuke. Your time has

~come. The Avenger of Blood is here, and

payment must be made by you. Are you
ready ?”  Jitsunosuke’s address was mark-
ed by an austere self-possession as impres-
sive and calmly implacable as Death.
“And so you are Jitsunosuke-sama, my
old master’s son, are you?” questioningly
remarked the other, showing no sign of
perturbation. “Ay, it is verily this Ryo-
kai that laid a violent hand upon your

father, and afterward saved his head by

his heels.” The friendly {eelings
which he spoke were more for the orpl

B e i i e i s
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~sympathetic tone. “All to hunt you out
‘and avenge my father! Now I have run
you to earth, there’s slipping off, Come,
then, let us have it out fair and square.”

Ichikuro remained calm and composed.

His only source of regret was to die with

out witnessing the accomplishment of hjs
life-purpose now brought within a year's
compass. But putting it down to Providence
that called him to reap what he had sown,
he soon made ready for his end.

- “My life, Jitsunosuke-sama, is at your
disposal. This very cave was originated,
have heard, in the idea of
g amends for my past. The digging

. me nineteen years’ haras: ing
itdeiall W finished, I sid
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fall by your hand, consecrating the mouth
of the cave with my blood.” Saying which,

~ the resigned old priest blinked his purblind
eyes.

In the presence of the old man in the
last stage of decrepitude, Jitsunosuke felt
the grudge he had long borne against his
tather’s murderer vanish in an instant.
That enemy had consumed the whole man
in strenuous years of exemplary penitence
for his crime, and was, moreover, only too
willing to receive his deserts the moment
the new arrival disclosed his identity. To

put to death such an aged priest, with
already one foot in the grave, Jit
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family prestige. He thought of shortening
his foe’s life out of calculation rather than
out of a spirit of revenge, which utterly
failed him at the supreme moment, the idea
of killing a man for such a motive giving
his conscience a sensation of unease. It
was all he could do to inflame hjs hatred,
which would not easily burn in his breast,
and it was only by thinking of his vow
hat he could rouse in himself such rage
hat he decided then and there that his
uty to his murdered father must ride
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they shouted accusingly. It needed no
“second glance at their strained faces to tell
that they were equal to any occasion.

“For certain reasons, I have been hunt-
ing after this old priest as my enemy,”
Jitsunosuke declared with vigour and spirit.
“It was my good fortune to happen on
him to-day and I expect to realize my
heart’s desire. Let anyone of you dare to
interfere, and he shall pay dearly for it.”

In the meantime, however, there am-ved’
more and more stone-cutters, who, reinforced
by passers-by gathering upoﬂ m 5(
began to close round the oung ¢
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unrealizable ambition.  “The Rey. Mr.
Ryokai, as you see, is not merely in the
holy profession now, but is an individual in
whom all the inhabitants of the seven vil-
lages along the Yamakuni Valley behold a
Buddha elect.”

Thus finding himself checked by the
challenging throng, the young man'’s subsid-
ed fury towards his enemy  was speedily
rekindled.  The situation also aroused the
samurai in him, and the idea of withdrawing
like a coward was the very last in his

priesthood redeem-
- of parricide. Be off,
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it was that Ichikuro raised his husky voice :—

“Hold your hands, friends! I have the
best of reasons for meeting my fate. The
boring of this very tunnel was undertaken
from no other motive than as an atonement
for the past. To end my earthly career,
which is in any event fast drawing to its
close, at the hand of the filial son is indeed
all that I could wish for in life. Therefore,
kind friends, though I thank you most
heartily for your well-meant mt&rfermng,
yet I heseech you to. laavezdm& to y
doom; mark you, my Just deom lﬁ"_.--_ y i

1
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- nosuke said :—
“Ihave no doubt you have heard that
this tunnel took jts origin in the Rev. Mr.
Ryokai's devout vow, for the execution of
which he has gone through a multitude of
undreamt-of hardships these twenty long
years. Admitting it as the consequences of
his own evil deeds, the Karma self-created,
how regrettable it must be for him to
depart out of this world with the completion
~ of his great undertaking still not wholly
w ized. Our joint entreaty, therefore, is
that ou will most generously leave his
s, not for any length of time,
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could not but yield to this appeal. If he
persisted in having his own way then and
there, he thought, there would be fear of
spoiling the game through the hostile
manceuvres of the mob. Far wiser would
it be to wait time given and thus easily
attain his end and aim. In that case, he
concluded with conviction, Ichikuro, who
was even now willing to fulfil his destiny,
would certainly relinquish his life out of a ,
thankful heart for the generosity shpwn tor o
him. Apart from this ca_lﬁuﬁlativ& considera-
tion, the idea of lettmg tha poor old pr |
though his enemy, -complis

scheme was by no 1

Jitaun osuke.
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“You may rely upon us, Sir,” assured
the master-mason in a calm tone, « The
moment the tunnel is cut through by ever
so small an aperture measuring a {oot or
an inch, that is the time you are straight-
way at liberty to deal, not the priest
Ryokai, but with your father’s slayer.
Meanwhile you would do well to take up
your quarters about here, and leisurely
await the day.”
~ Upon the amicable settlement of the
dispute, Ichikuro made haste to creep into
ve on all |
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‘with a whole skin, the mortal enemy with-
in his reach, knew no bounds, Presently,
an impatient rage took entire possession of
his heart, leaving in him no such grace as
reprieving his man until the tunnel was
completed. His final resolve was to steal
into the cave that very night, put Ichikuro
to death, and take his departure from the
place. But he had to remember that as
he closely watched for the old priest, so
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trusty steel by his bedside. A second later,
he slid out of the hut unnoticed. It was
an early spring night, with a bright moon
up, the pale waters of the Yamakuni flow-
ing in whirls bathed in her light. Jitsu-
nosuke never once paused to take note of
the surrounding landscape, but moved
straight on, with a stealthy pace, to the
mouth of the cave, where the scattered
splinters of rock impeded his progress, cut-

ting a.nd ‘bmsmg hxs na,ked feet
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cave, at regular intervals. At first, he
could not make out what it was. With each
step he took, however, the sound grew in
Tesonance, until the circumambient still air
of night shook with the echoes of its very
vibrations. It was, without doubt, that of
a descending hammer coming in violent
contact with the rock. He felt every fibre
of his being receive a severe shock from
the pathetic sound with its uncanny note.
As he drew near the bottom, the shar

clank as of a huge crystal ‘being smas :,; 

echoed and re-echoed against the
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at that moment that he heard in the
intervals of the striking hammer, the old
priest’s voice chanting a sutra, in a semi-
murmurous and semi-groaning rhythm.,
That thin, hoarse voice full ot pathos,
sent a cold thrill through the nocturnal
intruder.  Despite the inky darkness he
was in, there floated before his mental eyes
in appalling vividness, the solitary figure
of the devout hammerman all in his solemn
loneliness at work in the dark and death-
like silence of the night. It was verily no
mortal mind, but a mind divine, with its
inspired devotion and fortitude, surpassing
all human thoughts, that explained the
marvel of his vision. His hand gripping
the hilt of his sword had been unconsciously
relaxed in its hold, when, in a flash, he
came to his senses. Here was one spiritual-
ly awakened striving, at his own personal
sacrifice, for the good of his fellow-men.
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That holy individual stood in danger of an
attack rom an armed samurai, who, like a
footpad or a wild beast after its prey, was
sneaking up to him, under cover of night,
with murder gleaming in his eyes. This
reflection frightened Jitsunosuke, and a
violent shudder took possession of him,
Thus it was that the mighty sound of
the smiting hammer, which shook the very
cave, and the singularly touching voice of
invocation, utterly shattered the nerves of
steel possessed by the avenger of blood. His

en]y alterna.twe in the Cll'ﬂﬁmsﬁn&éif g
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such as playing foul with the worthy soul
of the enterprise, and taking to his heels,
had clean gone out of his mind, As the
conviction grew on him that the latter was
the last man to give him the slip, he
thought he was bound to do him a good
turn by abiding by his promise and leaving
him to achieve his great end.

But then, he thought, it would not do
simply to remain idle, and spin out his time.
If he would volunteer his assistance in the
enterprise, the prospective time of vengeance
would be by so much shortened. This con-
sideration induced him to share the labour
in common with the other hammerers.

The old priest and the young samurai
thus sat side by side at work. Jitsunosuke
employed his hammer with all his might,
that he might greet, at the earliest possi-
ble date, the day when his long-cherished
desire might be realized. As to the priest
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Ryokai, he was the more dogged and un-
flinching in pursuing his devoted task, since
the other had made his appearance, attack-
ing the massive rock like one mad, and
that with the obvious intention of carrying g

out his scheme without a day’s delay for :
the benefit of the filial son,

Two or three months sped by, in the
course of which Jitsunosuke was so much
moved by this example of the tremendous
moral courage revealed by the old man,
that he would fain have forgotten his
vengeful sentiment in the vast work on F
hand. Even in the small hours When other
hands were at rest from the fati '
day’s work, the two men wer

e and
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at Hida, and one year and a half after
Jitsunosuke fell in with him. The stone.
cutters had all gone to their hut for rest,
while the two devotees remained as ever
hard at work despite their arduous applica-
tion in the daytime. Towards midnight the
hammer brought down with force by Ryo-
kai received little resistance, as if driven
into rotten timber, so that his hand grasp-
ing the impfement impelled by its own
momentum came in contact with the rock.
In spite o1 himself, he uttered a cry of
surprise. The exclamation had hardly died
on his lips, when what met his dim, old
eye, through the very fissure he had split,
but a lucid view of the Yamakuni sparkling
in the moonlight!  Ryokai burst into a
strange, indescribable yell, as is given by
one who is all of a tremble with excitement.
Next he burst out weeping in a sudden access
of frenzied joy, until the cavern dismally
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rang again.

“Look, Jitsunosuke-sama, my life vow
for which I have toiled and moiled these
twenty-one years, has at last been fulfilled
to-night,” he said, leading the other by the
hand to the narrow rift where the stream
of the Yamakuni could be seen. The
darkish soil, which was visible right below
the aperture, was in all probability the
road running along the banks. The next
moment found them, priest and samurai, in
cach other’s arms, sobbing in an ecstasy of g
joy. Presently Ryokai slid back, and ad-
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will bring the village masons with their
interference. Now is your chance, sir.”
His husky but forcible voice rang through
the night air of the cave. But the man
addressed only sat with folded arms, sob-
bing like a child, for the sight of the
withered, doubled-up old priest with tears
of rapture gushing out of his inmost heart,
completely disarmed him of his murderous
ntent. His heart had been simply filled
L with unbounded admiration at the achieve-
‘m w;mught by a pair of frail and aged
15, an achlevernent before which
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16. benighted {7 ¥ fih 7,
16.  bargaloed for ' {5 yj L,
S A HL...lves CRBRYLI B 2 2 LM,
18, fair companion CEN DL, fair (Ll 8,

fair renders (ZFRE)OML. *
sangaluary mode of destruction T %jf 4 5 SRL

' ] f L "r-l- 1 ,l,.v
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Fid | w
34 Ll Lok AL 4~ .
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21.
21.
21.
ZI.
ZI.
.23 1
‘ 21.
& S22 T
22,
22.
22.

. -arecutup f‘&%‘:‘)TE‘*ﬁJ ek b

NOTES

haul TREH

Pil be bound F o3 |

seftiog off on T|ICHIES S 2 ,

sacrifice...... loot rEﬁ?gﬂﬁm&ﬁ'{' > BRI
an old kound at that ‘PE A DikEE Lp?,_p. 3
troubling yourself with 3]z 3 |

lived on......chattels ™ A ©t7%iE1; PEET LI
Qut with it! TZE % & Ltc&w‘(*E(é’M

a shadow of TH 32 3

letting... ... plunder TMBR 2o 2 3

His mind......whirt "0 3{a % maua.anmm
clese-on T},

failed to notice FEEE;&EE#?;MLJ

Up with you=Getup i3 »,
standmg on ceremony me .5 5 . "“-"”f"'

-----

i'
|




NOTES 3

P. 24. leading to AWCBLTR?,

24. makiog a botch of it T~ 3 %203

25. followed......with bis eye '} 45 ¢ BWRRES,

25. unsexed "Lz 2D MR 40T,

25. rob......ornaments "LPLROBAEH D,

25- gome to the length of robbery = gone so far as to rob ride
HF AEOEERTRT 3

25. infallibly "7z ¢ 3

25. looker-on "{Efj:

26. loth T4F$ i, il T, BGE infinitive Afh L.,
26 Jemcbel EMIEIIELRHICHZFRT. BGO >
ERDH A,

26.  perpetrated T3 |7,




6 NOTES

P. 28. on his knees "§fi T,
28.  the decpest dye "R, the blackest dye & § § 4,
28. lulquity TYRmE
28. mundane "H {fto
29. then and there "Mt

29. stand him la good stead | K |z {%¥r>

30. diffusing "{ffsh 2 , |
30. quondam "o | ]
30. [ltinerant "o |

30. sensitive......memorles " A 2§ L2 BUM LT,

30. la sackcloth and ashes "Hy{5 T, @ o T 3 B’k

T2 O W, BU DO T+ b‘lﬂ!ﬁ'bﬂ.
OTH L H 4,

31 past redemption O Ui T2
31. mialster to "WRLT 2 , g
32, best part ChAGS ,
32. beside the gullts YRIE O 1= 44T %ﬂ‘m
32. brlog home to 'ﬂ(lb*i; T

32. lltlln wm M“‘"
33

P
o PR TERG T or



N .TES 7

P. 35. your revereace (R} | T 4 you DO,
35. pack-horse TEKIS
35. took fright © - 10Y o
35. The mangled body CHELEETRIERE
36. weather-worn " Jf{|c A o ¢ $T7H T,
37- swashing "PE SO T e e gAY
37. their hearts faillng them =they losing their hearts T

38. Taking up his quarters m2T,
39- itinerant CEED |
42. Benkei (or Hercules) (ﬁ-!ﬁﬂﬁkﬂ_‘ AIBIOA,)
42. unflagging TRRAS T,
42. adamantine R0,
42. standing supieme TH L T H 3 |
42 it bore fruit in a cave FHORRRIARMS o,
43. was min evldence RN,
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NOTES

P. 49. ever and anon gk %

49.
49
49.
49
50

50.
50.
52.
52.
52.
53-
53
54.
54-
54. seistoreby TEA, Ll”' 22

all but =almost,.

of little moment =unimportant.
troglodytic life JRAICHEL 2 @ 3

did oot fail to leave —Ileft.

gauat [gon:t] FRDFE B,

spectre from the shades TH D o Al
life object TH=FE0D B9,

wiry ['waiari] T¢t&D 93 72, - .
hebetude TE8% ' .J

functionary = official.

in harness TR EF R Y T,

held to THIGI L T, i - , ]
teil on his legs TRIHNC > 72~ 3, o 3
lack-lusire=dull C24, X hRE B, i; , e




NOTES

9
P. 63. look bim up % sin V-3
- 65. clapped eyes=set eyes FELR,

65. decrepit "EIE| 7>,

66.  Avenger of Blood Iy 7p ORI oK,

66. payment (|

66. saved his bead by his heels © BE LI,

66. quoadam PIjfo
; 66. What lengths have [ got gone to? L MR > 2T
; b LBOORD, RIESAKEZ % b LCkTe, BEAET L
. TR,
i 67. run to earth i TEUDH 2

67. there’s no slipping off r ALrE2 2 2 ik,
67. have it out MFE + 2 |
68,

03. decrepitude %z,

68. the whole man OE = g

69 the supreme moment Ty~ J 4 k @ VAEE

] to a casion TR 2 WA B 2 L e

L ina #4 »4 ]
e o S




10 NOTES

P. 75. Baulked [barkt] Fifid 6 h T,
75- [futile=vain, eneffectual.

75. be shown into A 3 3 |

75. recurring "R 4 ¥E T 2 |

76.  with a whole skin T{§§7+ § |1 & b ol ol

76.  reprieving =suspending or delaying execution of,
76. take his departure =depart.

76. Inturn TR,

79- marked man=one whose conduct is watched with 1
suspicion or hostility © 738 A#y

76. in every concelvable posture ©#, b EHLWAILENRL
y

76. Now or never was his chance PR T N0 6P,

77. trusty steel 77, - e

77- with a stealthy pace © > 0 hﬂk‘l‘; 0 I 4

77- Impeded T p 1z - 4

77. Spertaresaopdnings, gups, T SesiGE AL

7. groped u- WS prOMuAt MRS

ﬁJ ar R b ﬁﬁ Jrah
el SO0

Iih mlﬁ

-;"K' t" ' _"'L e
e Poad R

| H 3



NOTES 11

P. 79. appalling = terrifying ; shocking,
79. io a flash F—ZBIC

footpad "Ik

after its prey T %4 = 5

sneaking up © > o2~ WZEUFES ,

under cover of night TEICRLET,

took possession of A LT
smiting =striking.

invocation ™5 |

of steel ‘SaomE,
avenger of blood 37 i 1115w

80_ alternative "4{o> fy: |

80. bide his time CS 2o

8o. with a good grace Fiﬁ- -
| 8o. wormed his way 5257,
2 81. playiag foul with TRITBIET2 2,
- 81. the worthy soul of the enterprise CTIROE X2,
; -~ 81. ﬁuklhgfo his heels r#&r2,

f5°'8°.3°;3°.3°.8‘.3°.3°5°




12 NOTLS

P. 83. burst into a yell TRLZKH |77,

83. all of a tremble=trembling all over rgg.s:a.s'-aa
Dy

83. burst out weeping kA icir 3 M LT,

84. rift=cleft,

84. running TFE TR

84. abode of the blessed =2,

84. Put......the sword=get rid of=Lkill,

8s. doubled-up rigom o,

85. disarmed of - RN A

85. wonder-worker TZHAAA rﬁ:«éum- i
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